
8th Grade Digital Learning Day Assignments 
ELA 

 

The American Revolution: Political Upheaval Led to U.S. Independence 

The American Revolution (1775 to 1783) is also known as the American Revolutionary War. The 

conflict arose from growing tensions between residents of Britain’s 13 American colonies and the 

British colonial government. The British king ruled over the colonies from across the Atlantic, in 

England. In April 1775, fighting began between British troops and colonial rebels, also known as 

colonists. 

By the following summer, the rebels were fighting a war for their independence. Assistance from 

France helped the Continental Army force the British to surrender in 1781. Americans had won their 

independence, though fighting would not end until 1783. 

Tensions, resentment and violence 

By 1775, tensions had been building between colonists and the British authorities for more than a 

decade. The British government had been trying to make more money off the colonies. They collected 

taxes on sugar, stamps, tea and other goods. This was met with anger by many colonists, who resented 

being taxed, but had no representatives in British government. They demanded the same rights as 

other British citizens. 

Violence erupted in 1770, when British soldiers shot and killed five colonists in Boston, 

Massachusetts. It became known as the Boston Massacre. In December 1773, a band of Bostonians 

dressed as Native Americans boarded British ships and dumped 342 chests of tea into Boston Harbor. 

Afterward, an outraged British Parliament passed a series of cruel measures — known as the 

"Intolerable" Acts — designed to show that they still held the power in Massachusetts. 

In September 1774, a group of colonial leaders — including George Washington, John and Samuel 

Adams, and Patrick Henry — met in Philadelphia to discuss their dissatisfaction with the British. This 

First Continental Congress, as it was called, denounced the taxes and the presence of the British army 

in the colonies. The group issued a declaration of the rights they felt every American citizen deserved, 

Directions: Read the following article about the American Revolution. Once you 
are done reading, respond to the question at the end of the article. 



including life, liberty, property, the right to assemble in groups and to a trial in court by a jury.   

             NEXT 

First shots fired 

The Continental Congress voted to meet again in May 1775 to consider further action. On April 19, 

local militiamen clashed with British soldiers in Lexington and Concord, Massachusetts — the first 

shots fired in the Revolutionary War. 

Soon, the Second Continental Congress met in Philadelphia. This time, its leaders voted to form a 

Continental Army, and Washington was named its commander.  

On June 17, in the Revolution’s first major battle, colonial forces severely hurt the British army at the 

Battle of Bunker Hill in Boston. The battle was ultimately won by the British, but the colonists fought 

well and grew confident. 

By March 1776, though, the colonial army forced the British to retreat from the base Fort Ticonderoga 

in New York.  

Declaration of Independence 

The Battle of Bunker Hill in 1775 was one of the first battles of the 
American Revolution. Photo from Wikimedia. [click to enlarge] 

By now, most colonists had come to want their independence from 

Britain. On July 4, the Continental Congress voted to adopt the 

Declaration of Independence. It was written by a committee of men, 

but mainly by Thomas Jefferson.  

That same month, the British were determined to crush the rebellion. They sent a large fleet of ships 

with troops to New York. In August, Howe’s Redcoats defeated the Continental Army on Long Island, 

forcing Washington to evacuate his troops from New York City.  

On Christmas night, Washington fought back with a surprise attack on the British in Trenton, New 

Jersey. He won another victory at Princeton, New Jersey, which revived the rebels’ hopes. 

In 1777, the British aimed to separate New England from the other colonies, as the rebellion was 

popular in New England. British General John Burgoyne’s army would march south from Canada 



toward colonial forces on the Hudson River in New York. Burgoyne’s men dealt the Americans a 

devastating loss in July by retaking Fort Ticonderoga in New York.  

            NEXT 

The British defeated the Americans at Brandywine Creek, Pennsylvania, on September 11 and entered 

Philadelphia on September 25. Washington withdrew his troops to settle for the winter around Valley 

Forge, Pennsylvania. 

Revolution becomes a world war 

A painting of the surrender of the British General John Burgoyne at Saratoga on October 17, 1777. 

Photo from Wikimedia. [click to enlarge] 

At one point, Burgoyne’s army became exposed near Saratoga, New York. An American force led by 

General Horatio Gates defeated them in the first and second Battles of Saratoga. This was a turning 

point in the American Revolution. It prompted France to openly support the Americans. The 

American Revolution, which had begun as a conflict between Britain and its colonies, was now a 

world war. 

During the long winter at Valley Forge, Washington’s troops got training from French military 

leaders.  

On July 8, the French arrived, ready for battle with the British, but the war mostly settled into a 

deadlock phase in the North. 

The Americans suffered setbacks from 1779 to 1781. General Benedict Arnold switched sides, joining 

the British. In the South, the British occupied Georgia by early 1779 and captured Charleston, South 

Carolina in May 1780. British forces under Lord Charles Cornwallis crushed Gates’ American troops 

at Camden, New Jersey in mid-August.  

The end of the revolution 

By the fall of 1781, American forces pushed Cornwallis and his men to Virginia’s Yorktown peninsula. 

Washington moved against Yorktown with a large army. Meanwhile, a fleet of French warships 

offshore prevented the British from retreating. Trapped and overpowered, Cornwallis was forced to 

surrender his army on October 19.  



British and American negotiators in Paris signed peace terms late that November. On September 3, 

1783, Great Britain formally recognized the independence of the United States in the Treaty of Paris.  

After eight long years, the American Revolution finally came to a close.            

   

Answer the following question once you have read the article: 

What was the main event described in the article? What were the causes of this event? Describe 
each cause by citing specific details from the article and explaining how it contributed to the 
main event.  



GEORGIA HISTORY 

1.  (Sourcing) Who wrote this, and what is his job? Does he side with England or with the 
colonists? How do you know? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.  (Contextualization) Based on his account, what’s going on in America in 1766? 

How has the Stamp Act affected him personally? Provide evidence from the document 
to support your answer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.  Do you believe his account? Give one reason why you would trust his account and one 
reason why you might not trust his account. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4.  (Corroboration) How does the account in this document compare to the accounts in 
Documents A and B? Do you think most colonists were upset about the Stamp Act, or do you 
think a few leaders riled up everyone? 

 

 

  

Read each of the three documents that follow. Choose one document and answer the following questions. 

Taken from STANFORD HISTORY                                                                                                                sheg.stanford 



 STANFORD HISTORY 
  

sheg.stanford.
 

            

 

Document A: B.W.’s Public Letter (Modified) 
 
This public letter appeared on the front page of The Boston-Gazette and 
Country Journal, a colonial newspaper, on October 7, 1765. The 
author’s name was printed as “B.W.” 

 
 
 
To the Inhabitants of the Province of the Massachusetts-Bay 

 
 
My Dear Countrymen, 

 
 
It is a standing maxim of English Liberty “That no man shall be taxed 
but with his own consent,” and you very well know we were not, in any 
sober sense, represented in parliament, when this tax was imposed. 

 
 
AWAKE! Awake, my Countrymen and defeat those who want to enslave 
us. Do not be cowards. You were born in Britain, the Land of Light, and 
you were raised in America, the Land of Liberty. It is your duty to fight 
this tax. Future generations will bless your efforts and honor the memory 
of the saviors of their country. 

 
 
I urge you to tell your representatives that you do not support this terrible 
and burdensome law. Let them know what you think. They should act as 
guardians of the liberty of their country. 

 
 
I look forward to congratulating you on delivering us from the enemies of 
truth and liberty. 

 
 
 
 
Source: B.W. “To the Inhabitants of the Province of the Massachusetts- 
Bay,” The Boston-Gazette and Country Journal, October 7, 1765. 

 
 
 
Vocabulary 
maxim: a statement expressing a general truth 
sober: serious



  

Document B: From a London Newspaper (Modified) 
 
 
Will Alfred wrote this public letter to Secretary Henry Seymour Conway. 
Conway was one of two of Britain’s Secretaries of State and was 
responsible for relations with the American colonies. The letter was first 
published in a London newspaper and then was published in the Boston 
Gazette Supplement on January 27, 1766, nearly three months after the 
Stamp Act went into effect. 

 
 
 
From a late London paper. 

To Mr. Secretary Conway: 

The riotous behavior of the people in Boston is remarkable. I would have 
been less surprised by their behavior if we had taxed their beer, because 
everyone drinks beer. But the Stamp Act is a tax on none of the necessities 
of life. It does not affect the poor. And even a poor person can afford this 
little amount of money. The tax on newspapers only affects the rich— 
common people do not purchase newspapers. Isn’t it surprising, then, that 
the mob in Boston has begun to riot against this tax even before it has 
officially gone into effect? I was expressing my wonder at this, when I was 
informed, that it was not the burden of the tax to be raised, but the manner 
in which it was imposed, that created the discontent: If this is so, the matter 
is more serious than it may first appear. . . . 

 

 
The colonists are our brethren and fellow-subjects. . . . We should ask 
therefore whether we have behaved to them as brethren. . . . The first birth 
right privilege of a Briton is, that he cannot be legally tried but by his peers. 
One of the next is, that he cannot be taxed but by a parliament in which he 
is represented. . . . Do these who impose taxes on the colonists pay also 
themselves a share of these taxes? If this is not the case, what have the 
colonists done that they are to be stripped of one of the most valuable 
privileges of Britons? Have the parliament of Great Britain a right to take 
from any, the lowest of the subjects, the smallest privilege, which he 
inherits by birth-right, unless forfeited by law? 

 
 
 
Source: Will Alfred, “To Mr. Secretary Conway,” Boston Gazette 
Supplement, January 27, 1766.



 

 

 

Document C: A Stamp Act Collector’s Letter (Modified) 
 
John Hughes, a stamp tax collector in Philadelphia, wrote this letter to his 
bosses in London. 

 
 
 
My Lords, 

 

 
The colonists have been insulting His Majesty, saying that the Stamp Act 
was unconstitutional, and oppressive. 

 

 
It is apparent to many people here that the Presbyterians are at the head 
of these riots. They are opposed to Kings and some cry out—‘No King but 
King Jesus.’ The leaders fill every newspaper with inflammatory pieces, 
so that the minds of the common people are kept in a continual ferment. . . 
. No one dares write anything that would calm the people down. Doing so 
would put the writer’s life and fortune in danger. 

 

 
I am convinced the Presbyterians intend nothing less than the throwing off 
their allegiance and obedience to his Majesty, and forming a Republican 
Empire, in America, and being Lords and Masters themselves. 

 

 
I am daily threatened by verbal messages and anonymous letters, with a 
mob of several thousand people, from the Jerseys, New York, and New 
England. 

 
 
I conclude with praying, that the Almighty may secure the allegiance of 
America to the Crown of Britain, by destroying the seeds of rebellion, and 
by punishing the ringleaders of these riots. 

 
 
 
Source: John Hughes, written in Philadelphia, January 13, 1766. 

 
 
 

Vocabulary: 
 

Presbyterians: a religion that gained popularity during the Great Awakening 
inflammatory: causing angry or violent feelings 
ferment: agitation or excitement, typically leading to violence 
allegiance: loyalty



MATH/SCIENCE 

You have the opportunity to travel to any 3 Revolutionary War battle sites in the US. At least one must be a battle within 
Georgia. Choose any battle in which you are interested and compare the population then and now and evaluate the soil 
make-up to identify the three most abundant elements in the soil. In order to deliver this information to your 
classmates, you must complete each part below within a PowerPoint, Booklet, or Poster Board 

Part I: Choose your battle of interest. Explain the reasoning of choosing that specific battle. 

 

 Part II: Begin the investigation by finding  

MATH 

• For each battle site chosen, find the population of the site then and now:  

o Round the population to the nearest thousand. 

 o Write the population in scientific notation.  

• Find the population for Georgia then and now:  

o Round the population to the nearest thousand.  

o Write the population in scientific notation. 

SCIENCE 

• For one battle site you chose, investigate the mineral composition of the soil within the battle site you 
chose. 

• Determine the top three most abundant elements within the soil 
• Are these elements harmful? Useful? Beneficial?  
• Find the atomic weight and mass of the elements and period and group on the periodic table 
 

Part III: Present your information on PowerPoint, booklet, or poster board  

• Be organized in your presentation when displaying the information of various populations and the battle site.  

• Be sure to show your work. Provide multiple methods you can apply in order to solve problems involving 
operations with scientific notation. 

 • Be creative in illustrations and decorations. 

  



 

  



  



SPANISH 

  



  



  



READING 
Mrs. Williams and Mrs. Hobbs students should complete 30 minutes of Student Application accessed 
on ClassLink. 

FRENCH 
1. Login to your online textbook and go to Pg. 66, “Panorama”, and answer the following 

questions:  [1] What is the population of France?  [2] What are its principal industries? 
 

2. Now look at “Français célèbres” and write one descriptive sentence about the following 
people:  [1] Jeanne d’Arc, [2] Émile Zola, [3] Auguste Renoir, [4] Claude Debussy, [5] 
Camille Claudel, and [6] Claude André-Deshays. 
 

3. Continue on to “Incroyable mais vrai!” / Unbelievable but true” at the bottom of the page [in 
the blue box].  Read this passage.  Who are the “Immortals”?  What have they been doing 
since 1635? 

LATIN 
For the 10 key words listed below, explain the etymology. 

• revolution, colony, continental, tension, resentment, declaration, liberty, independence, 
congress, rebellion 

• Choose three additional words from the reading with Latin etymological roots and explain 
them. 

• For guidance and to check your answers visit www.dictionary.com and/or 
www.wiktionary.com. 

EXAMPLE – conflict: con – prefix meaning together + fligere (flictus – 4th principal part) meaning 
to strike (or struck) so literally it means “struck together.” 

 
 

http://www.dictionary.com/
http://www.wiktionary.com/
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